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Why is this program essential to fund?  What happens to Head Start, LIHEAP, WAP etc if these 
agencies go away? Why is a Democratic President, who said he does not want to balance the 
budget on the backs of the most vulnerable willing to do away with this program?  

*The story cannot be how great ___ CAP is, it has to be about who will be affected.  How many 
people do you serve? What services will they lose? What projects and facilities depend on CSBG 
-funded development staff, planners,  partners, etc. 

*Point out that President Obama singled out this program in the State of the Union, while also 
saying that it is important not to balance the budget on the backs of our most vulnerable. 
Community Action serves those living 125% below the poverty line, the very definition of the 
nation's most  vulnerable.  
  

*How many nonfederal dollars come to your agency?  Emphasize that because of a small 
federal investment your CAP is able to multiply that ___ times in your community.   

*Think about the role your CAP played in a local economic crisis (a plant closing, massive home 
foreclosures, etc) and use this as an example of your vital role in the community.    
 

*Think of the most popular program in your community that CSBG played a role in starting. 
Stress that without those flexible dollars that create innovative local responses to needs would 
not have been possible.   
 

*We consistently see the word, "opportunity" or "economic opportunity" in Republican talking 
points.  Use these phrases whenever you can to drive home the point that providing economic 
opportunity is exactly what Community Action does.    

 


